CHAPTER XX
THE REFORMATION

ORIGIN OF  THE  REFORMATION

Complaints Against the Clergy__Since the twelfth

century complaints against the clergy had never ceased
in Europe. Not only the heretics (Albigenses and
Vaudois in the thirteenth century, disciples of Wycliffe
in the fourteenth century and Hussites in the fifteenth
century), but the doctors of the church, and the coun-
cils, declared that the greater number of the prelates,
priests and monks had become corrupt through their
wealth and their idleness. They were blamed on ac-
count of their magnificent vestments, their luxury,
their insolence and their ignorance. According as the
laity became educated the more shocking seemed this
spectacle.

The most discontent was shown among the peoples
of the north, the English and the Germans; their hatred
was turned against the Italians who governed the
church, especially against the pope and the court at
Rome. The Renaissance gave the finishing stroke to
the scandal; they could not understand how the head
of the Christian church could admire the statues and
the books of the pagans. Luther describes the impres-
sion which his journey to Rome produced as "follows:
"I would not for a thousand florins have missed seeing
JRome; I should always have asked myself if I were
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